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some because war increased the influence of their
rivals, others because they believed that under ex-
isting circumstances the King of Spain and the
Emperor would be found ready to grant everything
that could reasonably be demanded.

Spanish influence was in the ascendant at the
Court of Florence, and the Tuscan ambassadoj con-
firmed Mary of Medici in her opposition to her
husband's policy. Nor were his allies as forward as
he had hoped. Venice displayed her usual caution.
The Pope could hardly fail to see that the success
of Henry IV. would mean a check to the future pro-
gress of orthodoxy, possibly the total ruin of the
German church. In short the only certain allies of
France in Italy were Savoy and Mantua. James I.,
the Dutch and the German Princes were unwilling
to do more than defend the rights of the Posses-
sioners. It was therefore believed that a peaceable
solution was not impossible when an event occurred
which has been said to have determined Henry to
draw the sword.

It has pleased those writers who are attracted by
the romantic in history or who love to deduce great
events from the trivial accidents of our physical ex-
istence, to expatiate at length on the story of Henry
IV's unseemly passion for Charlotte de Montmo-
rency, and although it may not have materially
affected the course of events, we cannot well pass it
by in silence. It discredited the King's policy by
enabling his enemies to represent it as swayed by
personal and unworthy motives, and it affords an
impressive warning that if we indulge our pleasant